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THE TOYNBEE SCHOOL SOUND POST SCULPTURE

Introduction:

During 2006 | accepted a commission from Hampshire County Council with
additional funding support from Arts Council England for an interactive sound
sculpture to be located at Toynbee School, Eastleigh, near Southampton. | was
drawn to this project because it offered a number of exciting challenges regarding
creating sculpture for people with disabilities. Since my stroke during 1996 all of my
artwork has been related to various forms of disability in some way. Stroke is a
neurological condition and in my case it badly affected both my physical and
cognitive abilities. And so, I'm ‘multi-disabled’. Although | don’t welcome my
disability, | value the impact it has had on my art and the insight it offers me into other
conditions, including visual impairment. | perceive the world in a different way

because of my disability, therefore it’s inevitable that my artwork reflects that fact.

The Toynbee School commission:

The commission offered a specific challenge: To create a sculpture for visually
impaired and sighted students at Toynbee School.

T s S

The sculpture was to be set within an outdoor newly landscaped communal area with
sensory planting.
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Original proposed site design for the sculpture. Copyright Hampshire County Council

Initially it was suggested to me that | might want to consider a sculpture that would
make sounds in the wind — in other words, a giant ‘wind-chime’ — or that would have
textured surfaces for visually impaired students to touch. But | wanted to avoid work

that would have a short life-span in terms of interest for the students.
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